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Merci (MC). Bonjour mesdames et messieurs.  

C’est vraiment un plaisir d'être parmi vous cet après-midi. 

Le CRSNG est fier d’appuyer encore une fois cette année la conférence 

annuelle de Research Money, qui nous met au défi, tous les ans, 

d’envisager de nouvelles orientations en matière de politique d’innovation. 

L’innovation est au cœur des activités du CRSNG. En tant que principal 

organisme subventionnaire de la recherche en sciences naturelles et en 

génie, le CRSNG contribue chaque année à établir des liens entre les 

chercheurs au niveau postsecondaire et plus de deux mille quatre 

cents entreprises.  

L’objectif est de favoriser l’obtention de résultats découlant de la recherche 

et développement en entreprise, au profit du Canada.  

Et nous appuyons les innovations de demain – la recherche axée sur la 

découverte qui est à la base des transformations et des percées dans tous 

les domaines. 

In fact, in keeping with this year’s conference theme, NSERC has just 

taken our own “innovation pulse,” releasing results achieved under our 
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Strategy for Partnerships and Innovation. You will find our interim report in 

your conference package.  

We launched our Strategy for Partnerships and Innovation three years ago, 

following a year of talking with businesses across the country about their 

innovation needs.  

We learned a lot in that year, and in 2009 embarked on a process to help 

companies realize greater value from their investments in R&D. A key part 

of this includes helping students to acquire the business-focused skills they 

need to increase their marketability and impact.  

Our goal with this Strategy is to create lasting partnerships that bolster 

Canada’s economy and position our country as a leading player in the 

global innovation race.  

The report in your package identifies concrete, measurable results.  

In three years we have successfully increased by 60% the number of 

companies that NSERC is working with.  

And in this last year alone, we introduced more than 1,000 new companies, 

mostly SMEs, to NSERC programs, and supported 5,400 academic-industry 
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research projects. In this same period, over 10,000 students were funded to 

work in collaboration with industry. 

Companies report to us that working collaboratively with researchers 

through NSERC-funded grants is helping them identify new business 

opportunities; develop new products or services; and find new markets for 

existing products.  

As these results indicate, collaboration really can open new avenues for 

success. But at the foundation of all of this activity is the strong discovery-

based research where new ideas that revolutionize our understanding 

percolate and create the innovations of tomorrow. This is a Canadian 

advantage that we must maintain. 

And behind the success of our Strategy for Partnerships and Innovation, 

the support for our strong base of research and training in this country, is a 

leader we have come to know well. 

It is my great pleasure to introduce our opening keynote speaker, the 

Honourable Gary Goodyear, Minister of State for Science and Technology.  
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Minister Goodyear was appointed to the Science and Technology portfolio 

in October 2008, and appointed Minister of State for the Federal Economic 

Development Agency for Southern Ontario in August 2009.  

Since his appointment, he has been a tireless champion for growing 

Canada’s Science and Technology agenda, a commitment we saw 

reflected again in the 2013 Federal Budget. 

 

Minister Goodyear, welcome.  

We look forward to hearing from you on the Pulse of Canada’s Innovation 

Policies and the impact of the 2013 Federal Budget on research and 

innovation.  

Thank you. Merci 

 


