
By funding PromoScience, NSERC
- Provides strong national leadership that fosters a science culture 

and encourages a shift towards a more positive image of STEM 
- Supports a robust and reliable pipeline of STEM professionals in 

order to remain competitive within the global economy
- Provides grantees with the opportunity to leverage their 

relationship with NSERC to secure more funding

PromoScience is an appropriate role for the federal government & NSERC
- National and consistent funding – providing opportunities for youth across 

Canada

There is a continued 
need for PromoScience
- Informal science learning 

makes STEM fun 
- By funding informal 

science learning projects 
PromoScience provides 

opportunities for youth to 
participate in activities 
that are known to build 
engagement, interest, 
skills and knowledge

Target groups are appropriate to achieve 
PromoScience objectives

- Continue to target youth and groups under-
represented in STEM

- Consider greater focus on youth living in rural 
and/or remote areas, youth in secondary school 

and teachers

PromoScience is delivered 
in an efficient manner. 

- The ratio of administrative 
expenditures for every $1 of 

PromoScience grant expenditures 
between fiscal years 2010-11 to 2013-14 

was 6.59 cents

- When compared to the administrative 
ratios of other NSERC funding 

opportunities, the PromoScience 
administrative ratio was noted as being 
slightly higher due to the smaller size of 

the grants distributed through 
PromoScience

RECOMMENDATION 1

It is recommended that the federal 
government continue to offer 
PromoScience through NSERC, as the 
findings from the evaluation clearly 
demonstrate a continued need for 
funding to support informal STEM 
learning opportunities for all young 
Canadians. 

Strong indication that PromoScience-funded 
projects increase youth exposure to, interest in, as 

well as their skills and knowledge of STEM

- Engagement is perceived as positively correlated 
with observed increases in interest, skills and 

knowledge, particularly for Aboriginal youth, youth 
living in rural and/or remote areas, youth with 

disabilities and visible minority youth

- Correlation credited to the use of hands-on and/or 
interactive activities

PromoScience-funded projects are well 
designed

- Include hands-on and/or interactive 
activities that help youth establish 

connections between STEM and their 
daily lives

- Activities are tailored to make them 
more accessible to the diverse identities, 

interests and beliefs representative of 
young Canadians

PromoScience funding improves 
organizational capacity

- Supports the successful 
implementation of projects, the 

ability to reach target groups and 
quality staff and/or materials

- Helped grantees develop new 
and/or strengthen existing 

partnerships

The measure of increased 
motivation to pursue post-

secondary education or a career 
in STEM was somewhat limited

- Among the teachers who taught 
secondary school-aged youth (28% 
of all respondents), more than half 

(53%) perceive PromoScience-
funded projects as influencing 

their students’ pursuit of further 
STEM education to a great extent

RECOMMENDATION 2

It is recommended that PromoScience 
conduct a strategic discussion to further 
refine its objectives, expected outcomes 
and target groups.

- Which outcomes and target groups 
PromoScience can affect to a greater 
extent and perhaps concentrate efforts in 
these areas. 

Evidence suggests that 

PromoScience makes a greater 
contribution exposing youth to and 
generating an interest in STEM, than 
it does to increasing youth’s STEM 
skills and knowledge and/or their 
motivation to pursue further STEM 
education. 

Teachers play a significant role in 

developing youth’s interest in STEM, 
and are one of the main factors 
influencing youth to pursue further 
STEM education - especially for 
youth in secondary school. 

Youth living in rural and/or remote 

areas generally have fewer 
opportunities to engage in informal 
STEM learning activities and may 
also be further disadvantaged in 
terms of the STEM learning 
opportunities they receive through 
the formal education system. 

RECOMMENDATION 4

Bringing the informal STEM learning 
community together is important and it 
is recommended that PromoScience 
provide opportunities for current and 
former grantees to connect with one 
another, and with the larger informal 
STEM learning community to share best 
practices and resources.

RECOMMENDATION 3

It is recommended that PromoScience 
develop a new final activity report that 
includes more close-ended questions 
regarding the impact of its funding on 
the implementation, reach and quality of 
projects to provide more useful, 
accessible and comparable performance 
information. 
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